the latter [H319] years thou shalt come into the land that is
brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many
people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been
always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and
they shall dwell safely all of them (Ezek. 38:8).

11. (Dan. 2:28) But there is a God in heaven that revealeth
secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what
shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy
head upon thy bed, are these;

In the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, the “latter
days” were not associated with the Babylonian empire which
was on the scene at that time. Rather, the “latter days” were
associated with the future Kingdom of God and the subsequent
one thousand year personal presence of Jesus Christ (The
Millenium). See Seed and Bread #365.

12. (Dan. 10:14) Now | am come to make thee understand
what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision
is for many days.

The hierophant’s message to Daniel pertains to the period
of the Kingdom of God and the future restoration of Israel. This
period is subsequently followed by a revolt against God’s king-
dom and a period of great testing, (the so-called Tribulation),
which was disclosed to Daniel in Daniel chapter 9.

13. (Hos. 3:5) Afterward shall the children of Israel return,
and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall
fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.

Hosea’s prophesy foretells the eventual reconstitution and
restoration of the nation of Israel with David as their king. This
can only come true if David is raised from the dead.

14. (Mic. 4:1) But in the last days it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be
exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it.

The prophet Micah describes the future Kingdom of God
manifest on earth in all its glory by employing parallel
thoughts to those expressed by Isaiah in Isaiah 2.
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Acharyt Hayamim - The Last Days
Old Testament Occurrences

By Mark Hammond

In the previous study, we delved into the term “the latter
days” (Heb: acharit hayamim), (0'n'n n"NK) which is composed
of a singular construct noun (Strong’s word H319), and a plural
absolute noun (Strong’s word H3117). This combination occurs
14 times in the Old Testament (including Daniel’s Aramaic text).
In possession of this phrase in its original language, we can now
review each of the 14 passages in order to grow our under-
standing.

1. (Gen. 49:1) And Jacob called unto his sons, and said,
Gather yourselves together, that | may tell you that which
shall befall you in the last days (King James Version through-
out).

Verse 49:1 is prophecy. Subsequently, Jacob described the
trajectory of each tribe. Verse 49:28 indicates that the
statement in verse 1 is also a collective blessing of the twelve
families of Israel. The “latter days” described therein were far
removed in time; Jacob’s sons did not live to see the fulfillment,
nor did Moses some 400 years later. Notable is the prophesy
regarding Judah — there would be no king of Israel for ~600
years following Jacob’s prophecy. Nevertheless, Israel’s mon-
archy is prophesied, as is the lawgiver; both refer to the
promised Christ. Given the current parenthesis of God’s Grace,
this prophecy still awaits its fulfillment in the 6/adm to come
when Jesus, the rightful monarch, will govern actively, and God
will restore the nation of Israel.

2. (Num. 24:14) And now, behold, | go unto my people:
come therefore, and | will advertise thee what this people
[Israel] shall do to thy people [Moab] in the latter days...

In this passage, the speaker is the prophet Balaam. Sub-
sequently, he repeats the words of Jehovah in Numbers 24:17,
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| shall see him, but not now: | shall behold him, but not nigh:
there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out
of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all
the children of Sheth. This outcome has not yet come to pass; it
is still future.

3. (Deu. 4:30) When thou art in tribulation [distress], and all
these things are come upon thee [Israel], even in the latter
days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient
unto his voice;

This appears on the surface to be a general blessing for
Israel; but if we were to look forward to 6/lam times, Israel will
have to navigate and survive a period of tribulation (testing/
distress). Israel’s ability to lean on Jehovah is a common theme
in the Bible; see Malachai 3:16-18, and Malachai 4:5-6, which
describe future blessings for Israel and its reconstitution as a
nation under Jehovah.

4. (Deu. 31:29) For | know that after my death ye will
utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the way which |
have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days;
because ye will do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him
to anger through the work of your hands.

Moses predicted that after his passing, the Israelites would
disappoint Jehovah with the great evil; the sin of chasing after
other gods. This provocation was repeated multiple times in
their history, culminating in their removal from their land, and
the resulting Jewish diaspora. We should also note that the final
falling away will take place in Israel for the last time in the “last
days,” described as the “abomination of desolation” in Daniel 9:27.

5. (Isa. 2:2) And it shall come to pass in the last days, that
the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and
all nations shall flow unto it.

Isaiah 2:2-6 describes an extended period of time; the future
Kingdom of God manifest on earth in all its glory. The nation of
Israel will be reestablished and serve in a mediatorial position.
God’s word and His judgments will flow out of Jerusalem.
Humankind will end its obsession with constant warfare and
be taught His ways of peace.

6. (Jer. 23:20) The anger of the LORD shall not return, until
he have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of
his heart: in the latter days ye [Israel] shall consider it perfectly.

We are told that a full understanding of this passage must
await a future day; the day when He “pours out his spirit upon
all flesh...” (Joel 2:28), and “the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover
the sea” (Hab. 2:14).

7. (Jer. 30:24) The fierce anger of the LORD shall not
return, until he have done it, and until he have performed
the intents of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it.

This repeats the sentiment of Jeremiah 23:20, and this pas-
sage will also be considered and understood in that future day.

8. (Jer. 48:47) Yet will | bring again the captivity (prisoners)
of Moab in the latter days, saith the LORD. Thus far [far off]
is the judgment of Moab.

There is more in view in this passage than simply a “near
term” release of Moabite prisoners in what is now the historical
past of Jeremiah’s day. This prophesy refers to Moab’s ultimate
and everflowing restoration in a future day. In the days of the
Kingdom of God, Jehovah has promised to reconstitute the
nation of Moab.

9. (Jer. 49:39) But it shall come to pass in the latter days,
that | will bring again the captivity [prisoners] of Elam, saith
the LORD.

Jeremiah prophesied that Jehovah would scatter the people
of Elam (Jer. 49:36). In the days of the Kingdom of God, Jehovah
promises to release Elamite prisoners. Exactly what He is plan-
ning, we cannot say. Given Elam’s geographical position midway
between the Medes and the Persians, and the historical location
of the seat of government (Sushan), we could speculate on the
application. Where will Cyrus rule from when he makes the
future decree to rebuild Jerusalem? We will have to await the
exact fulfillment in that day.

10. (Eze. 38:16) And thou shalt come up against my people
of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter
days, and | will bring thee against my land, that the heathen
may know me, when | shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before
their eyes.

This prophesy has not taken place; it is still future. Jehovah
will accomplish this in the days when he sets up His future king-
dom. Preceding the statement in Ezekiel 38:16, Ezekiel 38:8
underscores Jehovah'’s role (as opposed to this being the work of
human governments). After many days thou shalt be visited: in



