
and perform it. 22. And the LORD will strike Egypt, He will strike and 
heal it; they will return to the LORD, and He will be entreated by them 
and heal them.” The stunning picture of an altar to Jehovah and an Egypt 
that worships Jehovah has not yet taken place, and awaits the kingdom 
of God for its final fulfillment.  

Isaiah went on to say: “23. In that day there will be a highway from 
Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian will come into Egypt and the Egyptian 
into Assyria, and the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians.” Assyria 
was east of Israel, and the road to it led north of the land, whereas Egypt 
was southwest of Israel. A highway between the two will be a major 
feature in the kingdom of God, with the two, once-rival nations operating 
in complete accord. 

Isaiah’s prophecies of Egypt’s future become even more spectacular. 
In Isaiah 19:24, he states, “In that day Israel will be one of three with 
Egypt and Assyria—a blessing in the midst of the land, 25. whom the 
LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, ‘Blessed is Egypt My people, and 
Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance.’” Here Egypt is 
actually called “My people,” a name usually reserved for Israel alone. This 
is a staggering prophecy that shows just how important Egypt is in God’s 
plans for the future. 

With respect to the tribulation period, Daniel speaks of the king of 
Egypt as the “king of the south,” mentioned many times in Daniel 11. He 
and his people are identified with Egypt three times in Daniel 11:8, 42, 
and 43. Apparently, Egypt will be one of the rebellious nations in the 
tribulation period. In Zechariah 14, after Christ’s return and as the nations 
are being brought back into subjection, we learn that all nations are 
commanded to attend the feast of tabernacles at Jerusalem. If any 
refuse, they will not have rain. In Zechariah 14:18, Egypt is mentioned 
specifically. “If the family of Egypt will not come up and enter in, they 
shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the LORD 
strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles.” Since Egypt does not depend on rain, it will experience 
plague instead until it submits to the Lord. This prophecy indicates that 
Egypt will be one of the nations allowed to continue into the Parousia of 
Jesus Christ for a thousand years. 

So then, Egypt is indeed an important nation regarding God’s future 
plans. It will transform from being a symbol of the world into being one 
of God’s three important nations, along with Israel and Assyria, during 
the future period of worldwide blessing—the Kingdom of God. Egypt will 
continue as a nation into the period that follows: the Parousia personal 
presence of Christ. 
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Egypt: Its Ancient and Future History 
By Nathan C. Johnson 

 
 

Egypt was one of the first great civilizations of the ancient world. The 
first time we read of Egypt in the Bible was when Abram sought to escape 
a severe famine in Canaan by moving there, as Genesis 12:10 states. Yet 
Abram was afraid that the Egyptians might have loose morals and that 
they would kill him to steal his beautiful wife, Sarai. He lied, therefore, 
and said she was his sister. The Egyptians were so impressed with her 
beauty that she was taken into Pharaoh’s household. (Pharaoh was the 
traditional title of Egypt’s king.) Yet Jehovah stepped in to plague 
Pharaoh, and when the king discovered the truth, he sent Sarai and 
Abram away from his country. In this story, Egypt was a major temptation 
for Abram, and Biblical scholar E.W. Bullinger suggested that Egypt 
symbolizes the world and its enticements in Old Testament history. 

What is Egypt’s origin? Egypt means “two borders” and may refer to 
the fact that the land was divided into upper and lower Egypt. Noah’s son 
Ham had four sons, the second of whom was named Mizraim. While his 
name occurs 681 times in the Old Testament, it is only translated as a 
name Mizraim four times. The other 677 times, it is translated as the 
nation that grew out of Mizraim, the great nation of Egypt.  

After Abram, the next time Egypt enters significantly into the story of 
the Bible is when Jacob’s son Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers. 
The slave traders brought him to Egypt and sold him to an officer of 
Pharaoh named Potiphar. He quickly advanced to be chief steward of 
Potiphar’s house, but when he caught the eye of Potiphar’s wife and yet 
refused to allow her to seduce him, she accused him falsely and had him 
cast into prison. Yet through his God-given ability to interpret dreams, he 
eventually came to the attention of Pharaoh, who removed him from 
prison and promoted him to the position of prime minister over all Egypt. 
When Joseph’s estranged family sought to escape another famine by 
buying food from Egypt, Joseph eventually became known to them, and 
the entire family moved into Egypt, where they were given the fertile land 
of Goshen to feed their flocks. 

Generations passed, and Joseph and his contemporaries all died. God 
caused Israel’s family to multiply greatly, as He intended them to grow 
into a nation in Egypt. Then, a new king, apparently from a new dynasty, 
arose over Egypt.  This king felt  threatened by the Israelites and their  
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miraculous growth, and he tried to stifle them by first enslaving them and 
then by attempting to murder all their baby boys. Nothing could stop 
Jehovah’s hand of favor from causing them to grow, however. The 
slavery was hard, and Israel groaned under the weight of it. Yet God 
heard and saw, as He testified in Exodus 3:7 (New King James 
throughout), “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are 
in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I 
know their sorrows.” Therefore, He acted to deliver them, and He sent 
them His mediator, Moses, to lead them out of Egypt. After many 
spectacular plagues and the final destruction of Egypt’s army, Moses did 
just that, and Israel was free of Egypt at last and returned to their 
promised land in triumph. 

God remembered Egypt, but He did not bear a grudge against them 
after His victory over them, preferring to remember the better days 
under Joseph. He commanded Israel in Deuteronomy 23:7-8, “You shall 
not abhor an Egyptian, because you were an alien in his land. The 
children of the third generation born to them may enter the assembly 
of the LORD.” Marriage with them was allowed, and centuries later, King 
Solomon, David’s son, took advantage of this by marrying the daughter of 
Pharaoh. Yet Solomon also traded with Egypt in horses, something that 
Jehovah had specifically forbidden Israel’s king to do in Deuteronomy 
17:16, “But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the 
people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the LORD has said to 
you, ‘You shall not return that way again.’” Solomon ignored this com-
mand when he allied with Egypt. His disobedience eventually backfired 
on him, as both Hadad and Jeroboam, two enemies of Solomon, fled to 
Egypt and were given refuge there by Pharaoh, who even married his 
own wife’s sister to Hadad. Five years into the reign of Solomon’s son 
Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt attacked Israel and carried all the 
wealth that Solomon had accumulated back to Egypt with him. 

As history progressed and the threat against Israel rose from the 
nation of Assyria, Israel tried to use Egypt as a countermeasure for pro-
tection from this encroaching nation. The strategy never worked, and the 
northern kingdom of Israel fell to Assyria, though the southern kingdom 
of Judah escaped due to Jehovah’s intervention. Later, when Pharaoh 
Necho king of Egypt went to battle against the king of Assyria, King Josiah 
of Judah attempted to stop him, in spite of a warning from God not to do 
so. The result was his death, and his ungodly sons took the throne after 
him. Their poor leadership led to the final destruction of Judah. 

The Assyrian kingdom, meanwhile, fell to the Babylonian Empire, 
which now ruled the region. It greatly dominated Egypt, as we read in 
II Kings 24:7, “And the king of Egypt did not come out of his land 
anymore, for the king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the 
king of Egypt from the Brook of Egypt to the River Euphrates.” 

After Judah was finally destroyed by Babylon, the few people who 
remained there became fearful when a rebellious descendant of David  

assassinated the provincial Babylonian governor. They decided to flee to 
Egypt to escape Babylon’s wrath. Yet this policy was against Jehovah’s 
command through Jeremiah, who warned them in Jeremiah 42:15-16, “If  
you wholly set your faces to enter Egypt, and go to dwell there, then it 
shall be that the sword which you feared shall overtake you there in the 
land of Egypt; the famine of which you were afraid shall follow close  
after you there in Egypt; and there you shall die.” They would not listen 
and excused their disobedience by making up a story that Jeremiah had 
been influenced to say this by Baruch rather than Jehovah. Therefore, 
they went into Egypt in disobedience. This policy was disastrous, as 
Jeremiah revealed to them in Jeremiah 46:25-26, “Behold, I will bring 
punishment on Amon of No, and Pharaoh and Egypt, with their gods 
and their kings—Pharaoh and those who trust in him. And I will deliver 
them into the hand of those who seek their lives, into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and the hand of his servants.” This was 
Egypt’s eventual fate, and it never regained its status as a world power. 
Jehovah explained in Ezekiel 29:14-15, “I will bring back the captives of 
Egypt and cause them to return to the land of Pathros, to the land of 
their origin, and there they shall be a lowly kingdom. It shall be the 
lowliest of kingdoms; it shall never again exalt itself above the nations, 
for I will diminish them so that they will not rule over the nations 
anymore.” 

By New Testament times, Egypt was much reduced in its political 
power and was subjected to the Roman Empire. Its one claim to fame 
then was that it had a large Jewish contingent, and the family of the Lord 
Jesus moved there when they were forced to flee from Israel by Herod. 
Following this incident,  Egypt had l ittle significance in the  
New Testament. Yet as we peruse the Old Testament prophetical  
writings, we find that along with prophecies of Egypt’s destruction by 
Babylon, the prophets also presented a startling picture of Egypt restored 
in God’s coming kingdom, similar to Israel’s own restoration. Even 
Jeremiah ended his prophecy in Jeremiah 46:26, “‘Afterward it shall be 
inhabited as in the days of old,’ says the LORD.” 

Perhaps the greatest of these prophecies of Egypt ’s future is 
Isaiah 19. In the latter portion of this chapter, after predicting Egypt’s 
destruction, Jehovah declared through Isaiah in verse 18, “In that day 
five cities in the land of Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and 
swear by the LORD of hosts; one will be called the City of Destruction.” 
The Jews probably changed this name from “City of the Sun.” “19. In that 
day there will be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, 
and a pillar to the LORD at its border. 20. And it will be for a sign and for 
a witness to the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to 
the LORD because of the oppressors, and He will send them a Savior 
and a Mighty One, and He will deliver them. 21. Then the LORD will be 
known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the LORD in that day, and 
will make sacrifice and offering; yes, they will make a vow to the LORD   


