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THE GLORY OF THE LORD

by John C. Ribbens

David blessed the Lord and declared, Thine, O Lord, isthe greatness, and
the power, and theglory, and thevictory, and themajesty: for all that isin
heaven and intheearthisthine: thineisthekingdom,OLord... (1 Chron.
29:11). The manifestation of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ is God's next
move for the future of mankind. Thiswill enlighten all the peoples concerning
who Jesus Christ is and what He isin the sight of God. The glory of God will
be openly and visibly apparent in His works, when He blesses Israel and the
whole world in fulfilling His covenant with Abraham.

Numbers 13 and 14 record an important event in the lives of the people of
Israel. The Lord declared to Moses: Send thou men that they may search the
L and of Canaan, which | giveuntothechildren of |srael: of every tribe of
their fathers shall ye send a man, every onearuler among them (Num.
13:1,2). These instructions were smple: See the land, what it is; and the
peoplethat dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or many,
and what the land is that they dwell in whether it be good or bad, . ..
whether fat or lean. . . be of good courage and bring of thefruit of theland
(Num. 13:18-20). After searching the land for forty days, they cameto Moses
and Aaron and reported the incredible results of their mission: "We came unto
theland. . . and surdly it floweth with milk and honey." Nevertheless onething
concerned these spies. The people be strong that dwell in theland, and the
citiesarewalled and very great, . . . moreover we saw the children of Anak
there (Num. 13:26-28).



These children of Anak, the result of the second eruption of the fallen angels,
werethegiants. Thespiessaid, " Wewerein our own sight asgr asshoppers”
Nevertheless, Caleb refused to be daunted either by their size or number. He
stilled the peoplebefore M osesand said, " L et usgo up at once, and possess
it; for wearewell ableto overcomeit” (Num. 13:30). Thus Caeb, aman of
great faith, seized the opportunity to immediately possess the land. The
psalmist David declared, " Wait on the Lord: be of good courage and he
shall strengthen thine heart: wait | say on the Lord" (Psa. 27: 14). This
should have been the attitude of the whole congregation of Israel. They
murmured against Moses and Aaron, " Would God that we had died in this
wilderness' (Num. 14:1,2). Joshuaand Caleb "rent their clothes' (asymbol of
great grief) and spoke to all the company of Israel saying, Theland which we
passed through to sear ch it isan exceedingly good land. I f theL ord delight
in us, then He will bring usinto thisland, and giveit to us; a land which
floweth with milk and honey, only rebel ye not against the Lord, neither
fear yethe people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defenseis
departed from them and the L ord iswith us. Fear them not (Num. 14:6-9).

No greater words of encouragement could have been given, but rather than
heeding their words, "All the congregation bade stone them with stones." Their
response greatly angered the Lord, who threatened them with pestilence and
said to Moses," | will disinherit them and make of theea greater nation and
mightier than they." In response, Moses besought the Lord to " pardon the
iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Thy mercy, and as
Thou hast forgiven thispeoplefrom Egypt until now." Then theLord said,
| have pardoned according to thy word; but astruly | live, all the earth
shall befilled with the glory of the Lord (Num. 14:10-21).

With this pronouncement, God promised a future time in which not only
Israel, but every nation upon earth would be blessed with unheard of spiritual,
physical and material blessings. The psalmist David cried out, Arise O Lord;
let not man prevail; let ( cause) the nationsto bejudged in thy sight. Put
theminfear, O Lord; that the nationsmay know themselvesto be but men
(Psa. 9:19, 20). Jesus said, " All power isgiven unto Mein heaven and in
earth" (Matt. 28:18). In order to understand the magnificence of the display of
God's character in Hisjudicial role as sovereign of the universe, it is essential
that we understand the significance of thisword glory. The importance of this
multi-faceted word cannot be overstated, for it revealsthe greatness and esteem
in which God holds the Lord Jesus Christ.



Thelate O.Q. Sellersonce said, "Theword glory isacommon one, especially
in religious circles, where it is used as an utterance in moments of emotional
ecstasy." There is atwo-fold meaning of the word glory (Gk.-doxa): the first
being the esteem and recognition in which God, the Father, holds His son, the
L ord Jesus Christ, and the second being the esteem which singularly belongsto
Jesus Christ regarding what He will do for the future of mankind. Every need
for the future of mankind has been, provided for in our Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. Thewoman of Samaria, who met Jesus at Jacob'swell, upon hearing the
words of Jesus declared, " Come, see a man which told me all things that
ever | did; isthisnot the Christ (Messiah)?" The Samaritans of the city said
to her, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard Him
our selves and know that thisisindeed the Christ (Messiah), the Savior of
the world (John. 4:29, 42).

The Apostle Paul, writing to Titus, declared, For this salvation bringing
grace of God hath appear ed unto all men (or has shown forth on behalf of al
humanity) teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteoudy and in showing reverencetoward God in
this present world (eon), looking for (in expectation of) that blessed hope
and (even) the gloriousappearing of thegreat God and (even) Savior Jesus
Christ (Titus 2:11-13). This (vs. 13) is not the second coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ as some think. The subject of Paul's hope is "even the appearing
(Gk.-epiphaneia) of the glory (Gk.-doxa)" of the great God, even our Savior
Jesus Christ.

The noun epiphaneia could better be trandated "blazing forth." Herman
Cremer, D.D., definesthisword by using such phrases as "the manifestation of
divine power and providence in extraordinary events' and “"a miraculous
interposition of God on behalf of His people.” | believe this passage points to
the "blazing forth" of the glory of the great God, even our Savior Jesus Christ.
Thismessage is bound up with the great truth of the Kingdom of God so much
that the meaning of the glory of God cannot be understood apart from
recognizing that God is yet going to govern thisworld. It is this subject which
dominates the whole of Scripture.

The"blazing forth" of theglory of Jesus Christ isrevealed in numerous Old
Testament Scriptures. Isaiah speaks of atime when: Every valley shall be
exalted and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked
shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: and the glory of the
L ord shall berevealed, and all flesh (mankind) shall seeit together: for the



mouth of theL ord hath spoken it (Isa. 40:3-5). Thisgreat work is God's next
move with men. In Scripture, mountains are figuresfor strong nations and hills
for lesser nations. Under divine government all nations and all governments,
large and small, strong and weak will submit to the government of God. The
prophet Micah declares. For behold the L ord cometh forth out of Hisplace,
and will come down and tread upon the high places of the earth. And the
mountains shall be molten under Him, and thevalleysshall be cleft, aswax
beforethefireand asthewater sthat are poured down a steep place (Mic.
1:3,4).

Once God assumes sovereignty, All nations whom thou hast made shall
come to worship before Thee, 0 Lord; and shall glorify Thy name. For
Thou art great, and doest wonderful things: Thou are God alone (Psa.
86:9,10). In that day, All the ends of the world (people in the most remote
places) shall remember and turn (be converted) unto the Lord: and all
kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee. For the kingdom
(government) istheLord's: and Heisthe gover nor among the nations (Psa.
22:27-28). |saiah speaks of God'sglory upon the nation of Isragl: Arise, shine
for thy light iscome, and the L ord shall arise(go into action), and theglory
of theLord isrisen upon thee. . .. But the Lord shall rise upon thee, and
His glory shall be seen upon thee (Isa. 60:1-2). God will openly identify
Himself with the nation of Isragl. He will exert His influence upon every
Israelite in the earth and reingtate the Davidic dynasty. David's Son, the
Messiah, will rule over al with His own power and associated rulers, namely
the Twelve Apostles and His government ekklesia, restoring and regathering
the nation in fulfillment of Exodus 19:5-6, 1 Peter 2:9-10, Ezekiel 20:33-38,
and 37:21-25.

The throne of David will become the great recognized government of this
world. Of David's Son, His reign shall bring showers of blessing upon all, so
that all families of the earth shall be blessed in Him. In that day of God's
manifest government, His name shall endureforever. . . and men shall be
blessed in Him, all nations shall call Him blessed (exalted). Blessed be the
Lord God, theGod of |srael, who only doeth wondr ousthings. And blessed
be His glorious name forever: and let the whole earth be filled with His
glory; Amen and Amen (Psa. 72:17-19). Hewill put an end to decay, sickness
and death. His kingdom comesinfusing life into thisworld. David says,0sing
untothe L ord anew song: singuntothelLord, all theearth. Singuntothe
Lord, blessHis name; shew forth His salvation from day to day. Declare
Hisglory among the nations, Hiswonder samong all the people (Psa. 96:1-
3).



Thiswill have great impact upon the structure of human governments. God
will arrest the present flow of evil and fill men's minds with Hisjudgments and
His truth. " The glory of the Lord shall endure forever; the Lord shall
rgoicein Hisworks' (Psa. 104:31). All thekingsof theearth shall praise
Thee, OLord, when they hear thewordsof Thy mouth. Yea, they shall sing
in theways of the Lord: for great istheglory of the Lord (Psa. 138:4-5).
God'sglory manifest in dl the earth will transform all life as we know it today.
God will yet act to satisfy the physical and spiritual needs of every living being
on earth. " For the earth shall befilled with the knowledge of the glory of
theLord, asthewaterscover thesea" (Hab. 2:14). The needs of thisworld
are enormous and complex, but God is capable of addressing each one. Men
who resist will be eliminated. Those who yield and submit will be blessed in
infinite ways.

We have assurance of life and sharing in that glory through believing in Jesus
Christ in atime when, Kings of the earth and all peoples; princes, and all
judgesof the earth: both young men and maidens; old men and children:
let them praisethenameof theLord: for Hisnamealoneisexcellent; His
glory isabove the earth and heaven (Psa. 148:11-13)
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