
parable of growing grain (Mark 4:26-29). These Israelites were 
unable to keep the Law due to their great distance from Jerusalem. 
But now a new revelation is given to them: “Christ has redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13). 
“But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmas-
ter” (Gal. 3:25, KJV). These Israelites of the nations could now be in a 
relationship with God by having faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
apart from the Law. Some who were trying to keep them under the 
burden of the Law were doing so based on the previous revelation 
from God, the Law. Paul writes the epistle of Galatians to correct this 
error. One of the important roles of an apostle in the Acts period was 
to correct wrong, false, and even expired doctrine. See Acts 18:24-28 
for another example of this.  

The level of excellence that one pursues in any academic  
endeavor will dictate the level of knowledge gained. The schoolmas-
ter in Israel, the Law, was intended to produce this knowledge of 
who God is. Anyone who has been under a schoolmaster in art 
should be able to mix all the colors of the rainbow. Anyone who has 
been under a schoolmaster in geology should be able to identify all 
of the different kinds of rocks. Anyone who had been under the 
schoolmaster of the Law in Israel should have been able to recognize 
and submit to the Messiah when He came. Just about every element 
of the Law in some way pointed to Christ. It was the cast shadow of 
the coming reality. “So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or 
regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow 
of things to come, but the substance is of Christ” (Col. 2:16-17). 
Anyone who took the time and effort to listen to His words and 
examine His life would have easily known that He was indeed the  
promised One.  

Once an Old Testament saint is resurrected, he or she will know 
who Jesus Christ is. After all, He is the one who they worshiped their 
whole lives. They knew Him as the LORD, YHWH, or Jehovah. They 
will understand that the Law pointed them to the One they never 
knew by the name Jesus. The kingdom will make known the facts 
concerning how everything in the Law perfectly foreshadowed all 
that God has planned for His people. It will be clear to everyone in 
the kingdom, Jew and Gentile alike, that the Law was a perfect 
schoolmaster. That will be the day when all will understand that sal-
vation has always been found only in the One YHWH (Jehovah), the 
One Savior, the One Jesus Christ.  
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Lessons of the Schoolmaster  
By Robert Juneau 

 

Any honest expositor of God’s word will readily confess the need 
for God’s people to have received the free gift of salvation. This gift is 
graciously offered to us through what Christ has done on our behalf. 
What do we do with this truth for those who lived before Christ? 
What did salvation look like for the Old Testament believer? How 
were they saved from their sin dilemma before Christ was available, 
so they could believe and be saved? 

Dealing with the people who lived before Moses is a discussion 
for another time, but it is clear from Scripture that salvation for Israel 
was through the Law of Moses. The Ten Commandments were origi-
nally ten terms of a covenant into which God and Israel entered. God 
miraculously brought Israel out from under slavery in Egypt with the 
expectation that they would be His people for His purposes. But, 
because Israel broke this covenant, God imposed the terms of it upon 
them as Law with over six hundred more commandments and edicts 
eventually added to it. When the Israelites were faithful in keeping 
the Law, it was the proper response to what God desired of them at 
that time. How is this to be understood as salvation when Jesus Christ 
is nowhere to be found? 

One of the basic truths concerning the Bible is that it must be 
seen as an unfolding revelation from God. This truth might seem 
obvious to those who strive to rightly divide God’s word (2 Timothy 
2:15), but many struggle to find this necessary tool in order to make 
sense of the Bible as a whole. Many reformed theologians teach that 
because we know salvation is found in Christ alone, God must have 
told Adam and Eve about Christ. Soon after the fall, Adam and Eve 
must have had an opportunity to show faith in the gospel as we know 
it today. They invent something called the Covenant of Grace and 
declare that this has been in effect ever since that day.  

It is definitely a fact that all will one day come to the knowledge 
of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done for us. “Therefore God 
also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the  
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earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11, NKJV throughout 
unless noted). Also see Romans 14:11. Both passages are quoting 
Isaiah 45:23. This passage is obviously speaking of Christ in the New 
Testament references, but who is the Lord that is referred to in the 
Isaiah passage that they quote? Isaiah 45 is clear that it is the LORD 
who is speaking, as it says so fourteen times in twenty-five verses. It 
also states several times that this One is God.  

“‘I, even I, am the LORD, and besides Me there is  no savior ’” 
(Isa. 43:11). When we see the word LORD in the Old Testament all in 
capital letters, it is the tetragrammaton (Greek, meaning four letters) 
YHWH. Although it has been translated LORD, it can be seen that this 
is the name Jehovah, after it is brought into English and vowels have 
been inserted. We really don’t know how this word is pronounced. In 
Hebrew culture to this day, its pronunciation has always been 
avoided out of reverence. It is clear that the LORD (Jehovah) was 
most definitely the Savior of Old Testament believers. Two chapters 
later in Isaiah, this truth is expanded on further. “Truly You are God, 
who hide Yourself, O God of Israel, the Savior!” (Isa. 45:15). 
“But Israel shall be saved by the LORD with an everlasting 
salvation” (Isa. 45:17). “‘I am the LORD, and there is  no other ’”  
(Isa. 45:18). “‘Who has declared this from ancient time? Who has 
told it from that time? Have not I, the LORD? And there is no other 
God besides Me, a just God and a Savior; there is none besides Me. 
Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For I am God, 
and there is no other’” (Isa. 45:21-22). Isaiah shows that the One 
who is called God, the One who is called LORD (Jehovah), and the 
One who is called the Savior are One and the same. The identity of 
the Savior didn’t suddenly change in the New Testament when Jesus 
Christ is revealed to be Israel’s Savior. Philippians 2 quoting Isaiah 45 
shows the truth that it has always been the Word (expression) of 
God reaching out to humanity and saving us. 

Judaism and the Law connected the Israelites to Jesus Christ, 
not because of some imagined giving of the gospel to Adam and Eve 
in the garden; the connection was because the Savior (YHWH) gave 
the Law to Israel. It was given for God’s purposes to teach Israel the 
lessons needed to know Him. The Law was Israel’s channel for salva-
tion and a relationship with God. The Law pointed most beautifully 
to the future blessing that would be theirs when faith in Christ would 
be possible. “But before faith came, we were kept under the law, 
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.  
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us  unto 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:23-24, KJV). The 
Greek word for schoolmaster is paidagōgos. While the word tutor 

that is found in many of the newer versions is accurate, I chose to 
quote the old King James version here as I believe the English word 
schoolmaster is much more descriptive. This is made up of two Greek 
words: pais meaning child and agogos meaning leader or guide. This 
literally means child leader, but it means more than that. The 
paidagogos was not only a teacher for the purpose of imparting 
knowledge; he was a guardian and a disciplinarian. In Greek culture, a 
slave would usually be the paidagogos of a family who was wealthy 
enough to have their children educated. This is the perfect word, or 
better yet, the perfect word picture to describe to the readers of 
Galatians what God always intended the Law to be in Israel. 

When the Law in Israel is examined, it becomes apparent that it 
was rigid and unwavering. The serious offense of sin, its conse -
quences, and its solution required that it be so. As Israel ’s 
schoolmaster, it was necessarily rigid and sometimes even harsh. It 
was the paidagogos; the teacher, the guardian, and the disciplinar-
ian. The Law was the means to a relationship with God for the 
Israelites in that dispensation. When God implements the means for 
mankind to know and respond to Him, it is necessary for that path to 
be rigid and unwavering.  

Consider the parable of the kingdom of heaven from the Gospel 
of Matthew 22:1-14. Much is taught in this parable, but I want to 
focus on the rigid and even harsh attitude the king took toward a 
guest at a wedding who was not dressed properly. When asked how 
he got in without a wedding garment, the man was speechless. The 
king had his servants bind him hand and foot and had him taken 
away and cast into outer darkness. Why was the king’s attitude so 
rigid and harsh? Because the wedding garment was a picture of the 
garment of Christ in which one must be clothed, the garment of His 
righteousness. No one was allowed into the wedding feast without 
the proper wedding garment. No one will be allowed into the 
kingdom of God without the proper kingdom garment, the garment 
of the righteousness of Christ.  

The Law was rigid and harsh for the same reason. To the Old 
Testament Israelite, the Law was just as much the garment of right-
eousness as Christ is for us. There can be no wavering in the 
righteousness required for anyone to enter into the kingdom. Just as 
there is no salvation for us outside of Christ, there was no salvation 
for Israel outside of the Law of Moses. The perfect and innocent 
sacrificial animals took the harsh death penalty before the cross; the 
perfect and innocent Messiah took the harsh death penalty for all 
believers after the cross. 

The book of Galatians was written to the Israelites of the disper-
sion during the Acts period, the blade stage of the gospel of Mark’s  


