
The land of Israel was promised to Abraham's seed. Abraham was 
promised this land, but he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the 
same promise (Heb. 11:9). Hebrews also reveals that all these died in faith, 
without receiving the promises (Heb. 11:13). God's promises should not  be 
minimized to be counted only as symbols. They will be fulfilled to the letter. 
Abraham and his faithful seed will be raised from the dead and given the 
promised land. Ezekiel depicts the land being distributed to all these 
Israelites in chapters 47 and 48.  

Ezekiel 44:15-16, quoted earlier, referred to the sons of Zadok partak-
ing in the Lord's table during this period of blessing (the Premillennial 
Kingdom). The King's table was a place where the invited people would 
partake of the King’s bounty. King David wanted Johnathan's son 
Mephibosheth to partake in the blessings of his table (2 Sam. 9:10-11). The 
Lord Jesus spoke of His table in the gospels offering a place for his dis-
ciples. "Just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you that you 
may eat and drink at My table in My Kingdom, and you will sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel" (Luke 22:29-30). Like most governments, 
the Lord's Kingdom has a table of benefits that many will partake of. Ezekiel 
also spoke about a future prince who is to partake of the Lord’s table, "As 
for the prince, he shall sit in it as prince to eat bread before the LORD"  
(Ezek. 44:3). There are many scattered verses throughout these chapters 
about this prince, especially 45 and 46. Ezekiel already revealed this prince 
to be the resurrected David. "‘My servant David will be prince among 
them; I the Lord have spoken'” [Ezek. 34:23-24]. "‘My servant David will be 
king over them...and David My servant will be their prince forever ’"  
(Ezek. 37:24-25). David has his portion of land distributed to him along with 
all of God’s promises to him. The disciples, the sons of Zadok, and David are 
among many of the resurrected individuals slated to partake in the Lord’s 
bountiful Kingdom table.  

The details in God’s Word are important and reveal His perfection 
many times. His way is blameless. The word of the LORD is tried; He is a 
shield to all who take refuge in Him (Ps. 18:30). The details reveal God’s 
temple will be built before the Tribulation. Ezekiel gives many details of a 
future temple that can only be built with the open and obvious direction of 
the Lord. This temple will be built after God ends His current work of grace 
and speaks to initiate the Premillennial Kingdom. Examining these Ezekiel 
chapters in light of the rest of Scripture gives us facts about the future: 
living waters, healing trees, shekinah glory, resurrected individuals, and a 
restored priesthood with sacrifices and feasts. All of these will be restored 
before the times of the Anti-Christ in Revelation. 
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 Proving the PreMillennial Kingdom:  
                  Ezekiel’s Temple  
                       By Andrew Brown 

 

During the times conveyed in the book of Revelation, there is an earthly 
temple. Scripture foretells the Anti-Christ will suspend the sacrifices and 
offerings as well as set the abomination of desolation in God’s temple. To 
legitimately fulfill this prophecy, the Lord must first order the building of the 
temple in His Own manner. This single fact demonstrates that a period of 
blessing, the Premillennial Kingdom of God, comes before the events of the 
tribulation. Clearly, God giving orders to build, as well as providing detailed 
plans, requires His manifest activity. This means His current silence, the 
Dispensation of Grace, will be completed. The temple and all its practices 
will have been restored before the time sacrifices and offerings are suspend-
ed by the Anti-Christ. 

The temple plays an important role in future events. God described this 
temple in the last nine chapters of Ezekiel. God took Ezekiel to that future 
location in a vision to provide a specific record of measurements and 
important details. Looking for symbols and metaphors in these chapters 
does not make the reality of this future temple disappear. This temple does 
not fit into man's timeline of events. Our understanding of future events 
must align with the Word of God and not prop up preconceived ideas. God 
showed Ezekiel details that were extremely important: “‘Son of man, see 
with your eyes, hear with your ears, and give attention to all that I am 
going to show you; for you have been brought here in order to show it to 
you. Declare to the house of Israel all that you see’” (Ezek. 40:4, NASB 1995 
throughout). Just like Moses was given with the tabernacle and David and 
Solomon with the previous temple, Ezekiel was given specific measurements 
regarding all the temple areas. “With a line of flax and a measuring rod in 
his hand” (Ezek. 40:3), Ezekiel wrote descriptions of the temple wall, the 
gates, the porch, the outer courts, the inner courts, and many chambers 
(rooms of the temple), and the sanctuary. These were not unnecessary 
details.  Ezekiel was ordered to “‘write it in their sight, so that they may 
observe its whole design and all its statutes and do them’” (Ezek. 43:11). 
Ezekiel has recorded the general blueprints. 

God must help build this temple; the details bear this out. Ezekiel 47 
reveals, “water was flowing from under the threshold of the house toward 
the east” (Ezek. 47:1). Ezekiel walked into it and found the water kept getting 
deeper until it became “a river that could not be forded” (Ezek. 47:5). The  
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water of the temple flows east “into the Arabah; then they go toward the 
sea, being made to flow into the sea, and the waters of the sea become 
fresh” (Ezek. 47:8). According to this description, these waters flow through 
the desert into what is currently called the Dead Sea. The effect is the salt 
water being changed into fresh. Plus, the salt water that could not support 
life is also purified. “It will come about that every living creature which 
swarms in every place where the river goes, will live. And there will be 
very many fish, for these waters go there and the others become 
fresh” (Ezek. 47:9). Next to the river will be healing trees that supply all 
kinds of food, bearing fruit every month “because their water flows from 
the sanctuary” and their leaves will be for healing (Ezek. 47:12).  

In the tent of meeting, under Moses, the glory of the Lord would come 
and appear as a cloud. It would also lead them on their journeys in the wil-
derness. This same cloud, often referred to as the shekinah glory, also 
appeared when Solomon dedicated the temple in 2 Chronicles 5:11-14. 
Earlier in the book of Ezekiel, this glory of the Lord is shown leaving 
(Solomon’s) temple. “The glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the 
city and stood over the mountain which is east of the city” (Ezek. 11:23). 
The cloud left because of all the idolatry and abominations committed by 
the Israelites. When the temple was rebuilt under Zerubbabel (also known 
as Herod’s temple in Jesus’ day), the presence of the glory of the Lord did 
not return; however, it will return to the future temple: “The Spirit lifted me 
up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD 
filled the house” (Ezek. 43:5). Scripture demonstrates the glory of the Lord 
as God's confirmation of the place to meet with Him. In contrast to our 
current time, the work and presence of God in this future temple will be 
obvious and undeniable. 

One of the main functions of the temple is the sacrifices and offerings. 
These also are mentioned in Ezekiel.  Ezekiel describes the process begin-
ning in the chambers connected to the temple. One chamber is where “they 
rinse the burnt offering” (Ezek. 40:38). The next verse describes the place 
where the priests “slaughter the burnt offering, the sin offering and the 
guilt offering” (Ezek. 40:39). Ezekiel 42:13-14 tells of the north and south 
holy chambers where the priests eat the holy sacrifices. These sacrifices are 
repeatedly mentioned throughout these chapters. “‘You shall give to the 
Levitical priests who are from the offspring of Zadok, who draw near to 
Me to minister to Me,’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘a young bull for a sin offer-
ing’” (Ezek. 43:19). “‘The priests shall offer your burnt offerings on the 
altar, and your peace offerings; and I will accept you’” (Ezek. 43:27). The 
sacrifices are restored in this temple. 

Many misunderstand and think that the death of the Lord Jesus ended 
the sacrifices. While the death of the Lord truly did bring forgiveness and 
take away the sins of the believer, the sacrifices and offerings did not stop at 
the crucifixion. The apostles and believers of the Acts Period were all follow-
ing the Law throughout the book of Acts. The apostles are seen keeping the 
Passover in Acts 12. Paul is seen wanting to reach Jerusalem in time to 
celebrate the Pentecost fe a st  in Acts 20:16. The Apostle Paul wa s  

keeping the Nazarite vow of Numbers 6 in Acts 18:18, 22:3, and 24:14, 
which involves multiple animal sacrifices. Hebrews reveals that “it is impos-
sible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). 
Therefore, it seems the sacrifices symbolically looked forward or backward 
to the real sacrifice of Christ’s death, which truly took away sin.  
Colossians 2:16-17 tells us that these sacrifices and special days “are a mere 
shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.” The 
reading of those verses reveals the shadow will come back again. 

Jesus also referenced the return of the rituals when He was celebrating 
the Passover feast with His disciples before His crucifixion. “But I say to you, 
I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 
drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom”  (Matt. 26:29). The Lord 
spoke of keeping the Passover feast in the future Kingdom with His disciples. 
This passage matches up with Ezekiel's description of the future: “In the 
first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall have the 
Passover, a feast o f  seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten”  
(Ezek. 45:21). God plans to restore temple practices including the sacrifices 
and feasts. 

The temple sacrifices require Levitical priests to perform them. Biblical 
law clearly makes their lineage an important necessity, and the line of Aaron 
from Levi were designated to be priests.  This lineage is something that the 
Lord must confirm. The priests in Ezra and Nehemiah’s day could not per-
form their duties because “they were not able to give evidence of their 
fathers’ households and their descendants, whether they were of Israel”  
(Ezra 2:59). Unable to prove their lineage, “they were considered unclean 
and excluded from the priesthood. The governor said to them that they 
should not eat from the most holy things until a priest stood up with Urim 
and Thummim” (Ezra 2:62-63). The Urim and Thummim was a way the high 
priest could consult with God and receive an answer. The lineages are now 
all lost. In order to restore the priesthood, God must manifestly and undeni-
ably communicate this information. 

What Ezekiel describes requires that the Lord is appointing and setting 
things up as openly as He previously did with the tabernacle and priest-
hood. The future restored priesthood i s  mentioned numerous times:  
“‘Levitical priests who are from the offspring of Zadok, who draw near to 
Me to minister to Me’” (Ezek. 43:19, also see Ezek. 40:46). God made 
another selection in the lineage here. God blesses the faithful service of the 
sons of Zadok (who were in the line of Aaron and Levi). “‘But the Levitical 
priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary when the 
sons of Israel went astray from Me, shall come near to Me to minister to 
Me; and they shall stand before Me to offer Me the fat and the blood,’ 
declares the Lord GOD. ‘They shall enter My sanctuary; they shall  
come near t o  M y  table t o  minister to M e  and keep M y  charge ’”  
(Ezek. 44:15-16). The sons of Zadok will be honored with serving in the 
future temple during the Kingdom. This passage also confirms these men 
must be resurrected from the dead to perform this duty! They will also be 
given their allotted pieces of land (Ezek. 48:11). In the resurrection, they will 
be positioned out and rewarded for their faithful service above others. 


