
left. This states emphatically that the end of human government 
is the point of this dream. 

 We must face the facts! As of this writing (circa 2025) this 
“sequel of the days,” this sequence of events, simply has not 
taken place. To insist, as eschatologists insist, that the historical 
sequence of kingdoms (Babylonia /Medo -Persia /Greco-
Macedonia /Rome /plus one other) represents the “sequel of the 
days” is unsupportable; it’s nonsense. 

The conclusions that we draw must be consistent with the 
character of the acharit hayamim described vividly in Isaiah 2, 
Micah 4, and the remaining 12 occurrences in the Old Testament. 
Three conclusions are apparent: 

Conclusion #1: The “last days” of Daniel 2 point to the mani-
fest Kingdom of God on the earth. The Jewish prophets attest to 
this and differentiate that future time of blessing. 

Conclusion #2: A sequel to the period of the Kingdom of God 
is described, specifically the second coming of Jesus Christ. The 
human governments which He configures in order to serve Him 
during the period of the Kingdom of God will ultimately be 
destroyed and subsumed by His government. 

Conclusion #3: King Nebuchadnezzar is to have a future: to 
serve in a monarch’s role in the manifest Kingdom of God when it 
becomes active in the earth. In fact, he will be one of many 
prominent people who will be resurrected to eternal (ōlām – 
everflowing) life. For example, Cyrus the king will be resurrected 
to do God’s bidding (see Isaiah 44:28 and Isaiah 45:1), as will 
David the king (see Ezekiel 34:24 and Ezekiel 37:25).  
Nebuchadnezzar eventually became a believer in the one, 
preeminent God, Jehovah. And that outcome will be applied in 
the future for God’s glory: And at the end of the days, I 
Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, 
and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from 
generation to generation: (Daniel 4:34). 
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Acharyt Hayamim – The Last Days of  
Daniel Chapter 2 

By Mark Hammond 
 

In Daniel chapter 2 we read, But there is a God in heaven that 
revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar 
what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy 
head upon thy bed, are these; As for thee, O king, thy thoughts 
came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass 
hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee 
what shall come to pass (Daniel 2:28-29, King James Version 
throughout). 

The term "the latter days” (Heb: acharit hayamim) ( מִים אַחֲרִית הַיָּ ) 
is composed of a singular construct noun (Strong’s word H319), and a 
plural absolute noun (Strong’s word H3117). This combination 
appears 14 times in the Old Testament (including Daniel’s Aramaic 
text) and is rendered inconsistently by the KJV into English as “last,” 
“latter,” “end,” “end of,” “latter end of,” “after,” and “to come.” 

The Cambridge Bible explains the phrase acharit hayamim as 
“this will come to pass in the sequel of the days;” in other words, this 
will come to pass (future tense) at the conclusion of the days or the 
consummation of the days. The term “hereafter” in verse 29 is the 
same root word encountered in its prepositional form (Heb: ʼachar)
 .Strong’s word H311 which simply means “after” in this context ,)אַחַר(

At this point, it is helpful to recognize that the word “sequel” is 
related to the word “sequence” in the English language. A sequence 
is a set of things which are positioned in a defined order; a sequel is 
the next thing in the order after the other things which have come 
before, thereby extending a sequence. These definitions hold true 
whether we are describing a set of popular culture Indiana Jones 
movies or a child’s alphabet blocks arranged A to Z. 

Today’s so-called eschatology experts argue that the Bible 
should be called upon to “interpret itself.” In hot pursuit of this 
objective, they rush ahead t o  the vision recorded in Daniel   
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chapter 8 and conclude that this prophesy explains the awe-
inspiring image of Daniel 2. They conclude that the image’s 
sections of silver and bronze which succeeded Nebuchadnezzar 
are world empires, in the “last days.” Eschatologists proclaim 
eureka! These metal sections signify the Medo-Persian and 
Greco-Macedonian empires which succeeded the Babylonian 
empire, and since from history the Roman empire succeeded 
these, therefore Rome must represent the image’s iron section, 
and the iron-clay mix is “the Mohammedan empire or the 
European Union,” and thus history confirms this “infallible” 
proof. 

The dream’s interpretation conveyed by Daniel does NOT say 
that the things described were happening “now” – meaning NOT 
happening during Nebuchadnezzar’s day – but rather that these 
events would occur in the “sequel of the days.” Well then, what 
exactly is this “sequel of the days”? The reader is encouraged to 
examine all 14 occurrences of acharit hayamim in the Old 
Testament; in all occurrences of this phrase, hayamim is 
rendered correctly, but acharit is rendered inconsistently into 
English. The passages include: Genesis 49:1; Numbers 24:14; 
Deuteronomy 4:30 and 31:29; Isaiah 2:2; Jeremiah 23:20, 30:24, 
48:47, and 49:39; Ezekiel 38:16; Daniel 2:28 and 10:14; Micah 
4:1; and Hosea 3:5. 

The passages in Isaiah 2:1-4 and Micah 4:1-3 make it 
abundantly clear as to the Biblical meaning and the extra-
ordinary character associated with “the last days.” 

Isaiah 2:2-5, And it shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and 
all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come 
ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

Micah 4:1-3, But in the last days it shall come to pass, that 
the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the  

hills; and people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come, 
and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of 
Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall 
judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

Within the interpretation of the dream, Daniel proclaims that 
King Nebuchadnezzar is the figure’s head of gold; this does not say 
that the kingdom of Babylon is the head of gold - an important 
distinction. This king was unlike any personage in the Bible. He 
was a pagan king, a product of the times and culture in 
Mesopotamia, a culture which worshiped the creation’s idols as 
opposed to the Creator. He was elevated to his position by 
Jehovah, made to punish Israel. Yet he was filled with pride, and 
God set upon him and brought him down to the condition of a 
lowly animal. Eventually, God cleared his mind. 

Another interesting figure in the dream is the “stone cut out 
without hands” – meaning a stone hewn by divine means and not 
by human efforts. I believe that this stone is a representation of 
Jesus the Christ and His Divine Government, and that the event 
described therein will take place at the second coming of Christ. 
Sequentially, this will follow the manifest Kingdom of God on 
earth. In the dream, when this stone struck the image, all of the 
other sections (gold, silver, etc.) were present, standing contem-
poraneously in the figure. And they were all pulverized 
simultaneously when the figure was destroyed – not one section 
at a time, or one kingdom destroying another as human king-
doms so often do. 

Daniel 2:44 provides another important element to our 
understanding. “In the days of these kings” – meaning when these 
kings are standing in their role as rulers of human governments 
over all the earth – “the God of Heaven will set up a kingdom 
which will never be destroyed…” Quoting Rotherham’s Emphasized 
Bible this phrase literally reads, And, in the days of those kings, 
shall the God of the heavens, set up, a kingdom everflowing 
[Aramaic: ālamim – plural absolute noun form of Aramaic: ālam 
and the linguistic cousin of Heb: ōlām] which shall not be 
destroyed, and, the kingdom, to another people, shall not be 


