
bound in heaven (Matt. 16:19). People who claim to be apostles or 
baptizers today do not have this authority. They are not mediators. Mere 
words or manmade rituals are all anyone has today, proving they are not 
from God.  

Upon belief in Jesus, and without a water ceremony, the individual 
is immediately identified with Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. This 
is the “one baptism” (Eph. 4:5) needed by everyone today. This baptism 
gives us many benefits as we are placed IN CHRIST, and “in Him you 
have been made complete and He is the head over all rule and authori-
ty” (Col. 2:10). The believer is complete, lacking nothing. Jesus is THE 
ruler and THE authority. Is there one higher who says we need some 
unnecessary ritual? “In Him you were also circumcised with a circum-
cision made without hands” (Col. 2:11). What would earthly hands be 
able to do to us? We have been “buried with Him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised up with Him through faith” (Col. 2:12). We have 
already been baptized in Him when we believed. 

Jesus, after speaking about His authority, said, “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19). Many will say 
that all believers should be dunked in water out of obedience to Jesus’ 
command. They have not defined their terms or done any penetrating 
studies. There is no water in this passage. Assuming that water is the 
focus misses the true meaning of baptism. (Note further, this is a 
passage about identifying nations, not individuals.)  “Let no one 
keep defrauding you of your prize” (Col. 2:18). These people have 
merely copied some parts of God’s divine religion for Israel (like 
Jeroboam did) and are following along a manmade application. Believers 
are complete in Christ, baptized at the moment of being unified with 
Him, and cannot be made more complete nor any more obedient by 
getting dunked in water. They may find satisfaction in having something 
to do, but the ritual is disconnected from the essence or main definition 
of baptism itself. Christ has called us to die “with Christ to the 
elementary principles of the world” (Col. 2:20). Principles which require 
submitting “to decrees, such as, ‘Do not handle, do not taste, do not 
touch!’” (Col. 2:21) are all destined to perish “in accordance with the 
commandments and teachings of men” (Col. 2:22).  

Identification (the essence of baptism) with the Lord should be a 
preeminent part of the believer’s everyday life. Our reality should be 
forever changed by a new life in Christ. This baptism places us “in Christ,” 
“clothed with Christ,” and complete. This is not a one-time water ritual 
performed by someone who has no authority, no power, and no detailed 
ceremony from God. Do not let anything be stolen from the reality of 
being found in Christ. Those who have believed have been automatically 
baptized according to Mark 16:15; there just was no water. 
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                   TRUE BAPTISM 
                       By Andrew Brown 

 

Baptism is important for the believer, and the subject deserves careful 
consideration in the Word. Mark 16:16 says, “He who has believed and 
has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be 
condemned” (NASB 1995 throughout unless otherwise noted). Baptism 
and salvation are linked in this verse. Furthermore, Galatians 3:27 states, 
“for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ.” Clothing takes our minds back to the very beginning when 
our ancestors sinned in the garden and realized their nakedness. The 
Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed 
them (Gen. 3:21). The very first garments the Lord clothed them with were 
animal hides, but being covered with Christ surpasses everything. 
Galatians 3:27 states that all who are “baptized into Christ” are clothed 
with Christ. The importance of baptism is evident. Does salvation depend 
on baptism in these passages?  

Baptism is a Greek word which has been transliterated into English 
(not translated). Unfortunately, many people automatically assume a 
water ritual baptism when the word occurs. John the Baptizer is the 
primary individual who performed a water baptism ritual in the Bible. He 
revealed why he performed this ceremony: “I did not recognize Him, but 
so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in 
water” (John 1:31). John’s baptism ceremony was specifically for Israelites 
of the time. John specified that he came “baptizing in water.” Therefore, 
the word baptism itself cannot mean water-baptism solely, since water 
was mentioned as a particular aspect of this baptism ceremony. There are 
other baptisms not including water! John was born into a priestly family 
(Luke 1:8) and was performing a ritual for Israel for the manifestation of 
Christ inside the land of Israel. 

John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Mark 1:4). John’s baptism was one 
of repentance (Gk.-Metanoia= aftermind) or submission. He was calling 
out a faithful company of Israelites who would be submissive to the 
coming Kingdom of God. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matt. 3:2). It was successful in its outreach (Matt. 3:5). John was 
also selective in whom he performed this ritual on and did not baptize the 
Pharisees and Sadducees (Matt. 3:7-10). He correctly selected those who 
later acknowledged God’s justice, having been baptized with the baptism 
of John. But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves, not having been baptized by John (Luke 7:29, 30). This 
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authorized priest was successful in his choices, being able to see the 
motives and hearts of the individuals whom he performed this act on. He 
did not perform this blindly on anyone. 

Jesus’ baptism causes problems for any in Christianity who claim one 
needs to be baptized to wash away sins, since Jesus did not have any 
sins. “John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I have need to be baptized by 
You, and do You come to me?’” (Matt. 3:13-14). John understood the 
inferiority of his baptism and tried to stop Jesus. It was clear to him that 
Jesus possessed a different, superior baptism. Jesus was the epitome of 
one who was submissive to God, so He answered John, “‘Permit it at this 
time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then 
he permitted Him” (Matt. 3:15). Multiple times John spoke about 
different baptisms. “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to 
remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire” (Matt. 3:11). There are baptisms with the Holy Spirit and fire 
without water. We must not err by assuming water is always present. 

Many baptism passages do not refer to the water ritual. The Lord 
Jesus said at the Passover meal before His death, “‘That is the one for 
whom I shall dip [Gk.-bapto] the morsel and give it to him.’ So when He 
had dipped [Gk.-embapto] the morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, the 
son of Simon Iscariot” (John 13:26). Baptism can have an element of 
dipping connected with it. The meaning is also attached to dyeing. “He 
is clothed with a robe dipped [Gk.-bapto] in blood, and His name is 
called The Word of God” (Rev. 19:13). The passage would be better 
understood if we realize that his clothing was not literally dripping with 
blood but had been dyed in blood. This passage is similar to Acts 16:14 
wherein Lydia is a seller of fabric dyed purple. In Mark 7:3-4 the Lord is 
rebuking the Pharisees and scribes who “do not eat unless they carefully 
wash their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; and when 
they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse 
[Gk.-baptizo] themselves; and there are  many other things which they 
have received in order to observe, such as the washing [Gk.-baptismos] 
of cups and pitchers and copper pots.” This is an enlightening passage. 
These leaders had a ceremony that identified themselves with cleanliness 
and identified various utensils for specific purposes. These verses all aid 
in developing an understanding of baptism starting with dipping, then 
dyeing an object, and finally, that dyed object being identified. 

When the Lord said, “But I have a baptism to undergo, and how 
distressed I am until it is accomplished!” (Luke 12:50), He was speaking 
of His identification with death. Therefore, He can accurately say, “I am 
…the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forever- 
more” (Rev. 1:17-18). This can also be seen in Jesus’ question to James 
and John who came to Him wanting to sit at His right and left hand in 
the Kingdom of God. “‘Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to 
drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’ They 
said to Him, ‘We are able’” (Matt. 20:22, NKJV). Jesus was about to 
experience a martyr’s death and James and John claim they will be able to 

endure this painful identification. Jesus agrees with their assessment: 
“You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that 
I am baptized with” (Matt. 20:23, NKJV). Paul says of the Israelites, “all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea” (1 Cor. 10:2). 
They were identified with Moses their leader when they walked 
through the sea on dry ground. Thus a simple study reveals there are 
many baptism passages that do not refer to any water. 

Not only was the Lord identified with death through His baptism on 
the cross, but Paul reveals another vital baptism linked to His: “Or do you 
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have 
been baptized into His death?” (Rom. 6:3). Upon belief in Jesus Christ, 
the believer is identified with the death of Jesus. “Therefore we have 
been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). Believers’ identification with Jesus did 
not just unite them with death on the cross; but linked them with the 
Lord’s resurrection. “For if we have become united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His 
resurrection” (Rom. 6:5). This is the reality of the believer! There is 
a ritual of ceremonial water baptism for Israelites in Scripture, but there is 
the incomparable reality of being baptized (identified) with the risen Savior. 

The Lord Jesus asked an appropriate question to the Pharisees, 
“The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or from 
men?” (Matt. 21:25). The Pharisees refused to answer, but this question 
highlights that there are baptisms of men, not from heaven (God). We 
should follow the Lord’s example and ask repeatedly: are the water 
baptisms performed by Christian churches from men or God? The fact 
that we live in a time when there is only “one mediator also between 
God and men” (1 Tim. 2:5), guarantees that water baptisms today are a 
manmade ritual, since you cannot have a baptism ceremony that is 
significant in the sight of God without the baptizer acting as a mediator. 
To attempt to identify someone in the sight of God is to take the place 
that belongs to Christ alone, the one mediator.  

“Who are you?” (John 1:19) was an appropriate question the 
Pharisees asked John. John, though he was an Israelite priest by lineage, 
did not rely on this in his reply, but answered who he was, “I am a voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, ‘make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
Isaiah the prophet said” (John 1:23). His ceremony was confirmed by 
the Lord, and he had been given God’s authority. We should always ask 
as they did, “Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?” (John 1:25). It is a reasonable question. 
Baptizers must have authority and purpose.  

To understand this necessity, consider the apostles who similarly are 
commissioned men, whose words were not the words of men, but the 
words of God (1 Thess. 2:13). Their “message and [their] preaching were 
not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power” (1 Cor. 2:4). At a word from them men could die at their 
feet or be blinded. Apostles could bind things on earth and have them 


