era,” and not a literal one thousand years. Luke 17:21 says: “nor will
they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!” For indeed, the kingdom of God
is within you.” This verse, and a couple of others, convinces the
Amillennialist that this is only a spiritual (whatever that means to
them) event because it is “within us.” All of the verses which make it
clear that the thousand years are a future promise from God which
will bring blessing upon the earth and to mankind upon it are ignored
or twisted to fit their narrative. The early church lost sight of the
reality of the kingdom of God as our hope and replaced it with
heaven. This switch would not have happened if they had not
embraced the false premise that the kingdom of God is spiritual and
not a literal event. This led to Replacement Theology, which states
that the Christian church has replaced Israel in God’s plans.
Romans 9:6-7 says: “For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor
are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham.” This
verse is enough to convince many that believers today have replaced
Israel. It can be seen how these doctrines within Reformed Theology
are all interconnected and, once again, are the result of the original
mistaken premise that there is no future prophecy yet to anticipate,
and that the kingdom of God is “spiritual.”

What does it take to consider the possibility that one’s beliefs
could be based on mistakes, or only partially true concepts? Once
people plant their theological flag in the ground of a particular idea,
this act can easily lead into further assumptions and the basis for
erroneous systems. This is how | believe all-too-many well-meaning
students of God’s word have gone wrong over the centuries. This is
the reason | am associated with The Word of Truth Ministry. Our
primary mission is to strive continually for further truth, always
considering the whole counsel of God. This, while perpetually
examining the truths to which we already hold.

The parting words of Paul in Acts 20 to the overseers in Ephesus
were to remind them that he had not held anything back which was
helpful to them. He had commended them to God and to the word of
His grace. He had declared to them the whole counsel of God. In the
Acts period, guidance from God was personal and active in all situa-
tions; today, as Otis Q. Sellers often said, “we are shut up to the
written word of God.” Let us ever be diligent students of the word of
God. What a privilege it is to have the whole counsel of God at our
fingertips today!
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The Whole Counsel of God
By Robert Juneau

Acts chapter twenty records the apostle Paul and his companions
making their way through Macedonia and on to Greece. Then they
head back to Macedonia and eventually spend some time in Troas.
From Troas they continue their journey, choosing to sail past Ephesus
because Paul is eager to reach Jerusalem to celebrate The Day of
Pentecost. They end up in Miletus. From Miletus, he sent to Ephesus
and called for the elders of the church (Acts 20:17, NKJV used
throughout).

Responding properly to the request of an apostle in the Acts
period, these men come to Miletus to hear from Paul. Paul begins to
recall the manner in which he conducted himself among them. “How
| kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and
taught you publicly and from house to house” (Acts 20:20). Then
Paul says: “And indeed, now | know that you all, among whom |
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more.
Therefore | testify to you this day that | am innocent of the blood of
all men. For | have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel
of God” (Acts 20:25-27).

What was so significant about the fact that he had declared the
whole counsel of God to the elders of the church (Gk.-ekklesia) of God
in Ephesus? Paul is warning these men about what is coming. “There-
fore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock (Gk.-poimnion),
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers (Gk.-episkopos),
to shepherd (Gk.-poimaino) the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). These overseers were commis-
sioned by God to shepherd their flock in the Acts period, and Paul is
giving them his parting advice regarding how to accomplish what God
expects of them. Paul continues: “For | know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves”
(Acts 20:29-30). “So now, brethren, | commend you to God and to the
word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an
inheritance among all those who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32).
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The term “counsel of God” is found four times in the Old Testament
and twice in the New Testament. The only time we see the term “the
whole counsel of God” is here in Acts 20. This is late in the Acts period
ministry of Paul, and he is about to be arrested when he arrives in
Jerusalem in the next chapter. Through the Spirit of God, Paul reminds
these elders from Ephesus that he has declared the whole counsel of
God to them. This would be of great importance to their continued
success as shepherds and overseers in Ephesus. Only God and the
word of God would build up and sanctify these men.

All believers must guard against becoming subject to error in the
day when error is so prevalent. “By professing it some have strayed
concerning the faith” (1 Tim. 6:21). For any of us to know God
through His word, it must be rightly translated, rightly understood
(interpreted), and rightly divided. Error often comes from taking a
verse or a passage out of context and using it to fit a particular narra-
tive. This is called an eisegesis method of interpretation, eisegesis
meaning “to draw in” as opposed to exegesis, meaning “to draw out.”
We must draw out from Scripture what God would have us to know,
not draw into Scripture what we want it to say.

The problems people have when struggling to know and under-
stand God through His word are aggravated by the theological
systems that have been created. These systems do not deliberately
ignore or disregard what the Bible says, but they do declare only the
partial counsel of God. | am convinced this is the cause of much of the
differing theology in Christendom. The systems are robustly defined
and constructed to have the congregants sitting at the feet of the
expositor, seldom questioning anything they hear. This causes them
to learn the systems to which they are bound. The word of God does
exist within most of these systems, but because it is not the whole
counsel of God, mistaken conclusions are formed. Systems such as
these support the fringe groups often referred to as cults. The defini-
tion of what a cult is can be argued, but on the first criterion, most
agree. If a group has rejected the deity of Christ, they are a cult.
Mormons, Jehovah’s Witness, Unitarians, to name a few, do not
believe that Jesus Christ is God.

However, we cannot neglect to recognize this problem of systems
within mainstream Christian groups. One of the largest offenders falls
under the all-encompassing title of Reformed Theology. They have
even called their belief structure Systematic Theology. Within this
system we have theologies such as: Covenant Theology, Calvinism,
Amillennialism, Preterism, and Replacement Theology. All of these
groups claim to be Christian; they claim the word of God as their
source and authority. But something is missing; they are not listening
to the whole counsel of God in forming their beliefs. Here are a few

examples. The Unitarian will cite: “If you loved Me, you would
rejoice because | said, ‘l am going to the Father,” for My Father is
greater than 1” (John 14:28). This and other verses that highlight
Jesus’ humanity convince them that He is merely a man. All believers
acknowledge Christ’s humanity, but that isn’t the whole counsel of
God. They must ignore or twist all of the evidence for Christ’s divinity.
While not all Unitarians agree, many make the conclusion that a mere
man cannot be the sacrifice for the sin of others. They hold that
Jesus Christ is not the propitiation for our sin, the cross does not
satisfy God’s justice, and God’s grace does not come by means of faith
in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection for our salvation. This
assumption results in yet another works-based religion. This thinking
would never exist unless one had embraced the original, mistaken
belief that Jesus Christ was not the representation of God in the flesh
and equal with the Father. Who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God (Phil. 2:6). For in Him
(Christ) dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9).

The Calvinist will declare that God chooses who will be saved and
who will not by quoting their favorite verses. Just as He chose us in
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love, having predestined (proorizo) us
to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will (Eph. 1:4-5). This verse, along with a few others,
convinces them that God has determined who it is that will become a
saved child of His and who will not. Once this idea is entrenched into
their minds, it leads the Calvinist to start reading this idea into
Scripture in places where it isn’t really there, when the context is
acknowledged. This idea also spawns many other non-Biblical ideas
like: God must determine all things (meaning we have no true liber-
tarian will of our own); total depravity (meaning mankind is not
capable of responding to the gospel without first being chosen by God
and regenerated); and limited atonement (meaning God only died for
those whom He chooses to save). These beliefs could never be
accepted if one had not first swallowed the false premise that God
determines salvation for some and not for others. What is missing in
their understanding are two little words that change everything. This
verse clearly states that God has predestined those who are “in Him.”
The phrase “in Him” is peppered all throughout Ephesians chapter one
in describing our blessings in Christ, but the Calvinist refuses to see it.

Preterists believe that all prophecy had been fulfilled before the
fall of Jerusalem in seventy A.D. This idea was born completely from
the mind of men and is outside of anything Scripture tells us. This led
to Amillennialism, the belief that there will be no thousand-year reign
of Christ upon the earth. This should be understood as “the Christian



