Those whose faith was always accompanied by miracles, signs,and won-
ders will learn from those of us who have believed, having not seen.

To paraphrase something Otis Q. Sellers gleaned from Scripture,
“Israel will one day have an authoritative role in God’s theocracy;
believers of The Dispensation of Grace will have an authoritative role
in God’s theophany.” Theocracy is a compound of (Gk.-theos) mean-
ing God, and (Gk.-kratos) meaning power or dominion. Theophany is
a compound of (Gk.-theos) again, meaning God, and (Gk.-phaneroo)
meaning to make manifest or make known. These differing roles will
be in complete harmony with all the differing means by which God
has been dealing with humanity. Israel will have called-out positions
(Gk.-ekklesia) in the ruling of God’s government; believers of The
Dispensation of Grace will have called-out positions (Gk.-ekklesia) as
ones who will reveal the then traceable (currently not traceable,
Eph. 3:8-9) riches of God’s grace that dominated The Dispensation of
Grace.

If this isn’t enough, God has promised us even more. He has
promised more privileges and a higher position for certain believers.
So far, every promise discussed is ours because we are “in Him.” So,
how does this “extra” promise come to us? “This is a faithful saying:
For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him. If we endure,
we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny
us” (2 Tim. 2:11-12). This is a most profound passage. When we are
identified with Christ’s death, burial and resurrection, we will live with
Him. If we endure, we will REIGN with Him. The details of what this
means is not clear in Scripture, but we can trust God that to share in
the reign of Christ in the kingdom of God can be nothing short of
spectacular! But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has
prepared for those who love Him” (I Cor. 2:9). We must always strive
in order for our faith to endure in this life. Never give up!

Israel’s future position in the kingdom of God is described in
Scripture with such detail, and with such repetition, that it’s hard to
understand why many Bible expositors cannot see it. Perhaps some
refuse to see it. While there may be fewer passages to show forth the
future position of believers of our dispensation, and while the details
may be beyond our full comprehension, we DO have the promise of a
glorious position waiting for us. Serving God today most certainly is a
privilege, but serving God in the resurrection will be a most blessed
and exalted kingdom privilege.
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Kingdom Privilege
By Robert Juneau

Most sincere believers in the Lord Jesus Christ make some sort of
effort to serve God. Church leaders urge their congregations to get
busy serving in some manner. Many types of activities are gladly
offered. Their understanding of serving God seems to be limited to
this current life only. It is taught that once we die our service to God
ends and we go to heaven as our “reward.” But the Bible teaches us
that our hope lies not in a place called heaven, but in what the Bible
calls the kingdom of God on earth. Our service to God in this life is a
privilege and an important part of our walk with the Lord, but it is
only the beginning.

The world will still be made up of nations during the kingdom of
God on earth. While Israel will not directly govern them, the nations
(through their governmental leaders) will come to Jerusalem to
worship the Lord and to get guidance and truth from Israel’s leaders.
“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Peoples shall yet come, inhabitants
of many cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another,
saying, “Let us continue to go and pray before the LORD, and seek
the LORD of hosts. | myself will go also.” Yes, many peoples and
strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem,
and to pray before the LORD.” “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘In
those days ten men from every language of the nations shall grasp
the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, “Let us go with you, for we heard
that God is with you.”’” (Zech. 8:20-23, New King James Version
used throughout unless noted). Israel will finally become the vessel of
God’s glory on the earth, the promise given to them under the
original terms of the covenant that God made with them through
Moses on Mt. Sinai. “...Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My
voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to
Me above all people; for all the earth is mine. And you shall be to
Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:5-6).

Israel failed to keep the terms of that covenant, so this promise
has been delayed; it will be realized in and through a New Covenant
that God has promised. “Behold, the days are coming, says the
LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
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with the house of Judah... My covenant which they broke... But
this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the LORD: | will put My law in their minds, and write
it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be My
people...” (Jer. 31:31-33). The New Covenant is synonymous with the
manifest kingdom/government of God. “Thus says the LORD: ‘I will
return to Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall
be called the City of Truth, The Mountain of the LORD of hosts, The
Holy Mountain. ...”” (Zech. 8:3). Remember that, unless the reference
is obviously literal, mountains figuratively refer to governments as in
this passage.

Israel’s role in God’s future government is abundantly clear from
Scripture, but what about our role? How will the believers of this
dispensation be serving God during His kingdom? The book of
Ephesians tells us much concerning the privileges we will possess
during the kingdom. According as He chooses us in Him before
founding His order, we to be holy and flawless in His sight, in love
designating us beforehand for the place of a son for Himself through
Jesus Christ, in accord with the good pleasure of His will, for the
extolling of the glories of His grace, which graces us in the Beloved
One (Eph. 1:4-6, Resultant Version). This is a wonderful promise for
the believer. He chooses us for this position because we are “in Him.”
It will be our privilege to serve God in this capacity. The place of a son
is (Gk.-huiothesia), a compound of (Gk.-huios) meaning the place of an
heir, or fully authorized to represent, and (Gk.-tithemi) meaning to set
forth, place, or appoint. We are appointed to be God’s authorized
representatives in extolling, or setting forth the glories of God’s grace.
We are especially equipped to do this because we have lived our
whole lives under God’s administration of grace.

Paul goes on to give more information concerning our future
position. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being pre-
destined according to the purpose of Him who works all things
according to the counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in
Christ should be to the praise of His glory (Eph. 1:11-12). Our pre-
determined inheritance has been given because we first trusted Christ.
Again, for any of this to apply to us, we must first be “in Him.” We will
be to the praise of His glory. But, what attribute of God will be
glorified through us? And He raises us together, and He seats us
together, among the most elevated in Christ Jesus, in order that
among the eons to come, He might be displaying the transcendent
wealth of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus
(Eph. 2:6-7, Resultant Version). Being seated is to be given a position
of authority. Ephesians tells us we will have an exalted position as
representatives/extollers of the immeasurable grace of God.

The believers who lived before The Dispensation of Grace will
have much to teach us in the kingdom as well. One aspect of this
present dispensation is clearly stated in Isaiah 26:9-10, ...For when
Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world
will learn righteousness. Let grace be shown to the wicked, yet he
will not learn righteousness... In the current Dispensation of Grace,
God’s judgments are NOT in the world. Believers may learn right-
eousness by studying and growing in God’s word, but the grace he has
shown to the world for the past two thousand years has not existed in
order to produce righteousness in the inhabitants of the world.

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
the LORD, as the waters cover the sea (Hab. 2:14). And one cried to
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole
earth is full of His glory!” (Isa. 6:3). They shall not hurt nor destroy in
all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the LORD, as the waters cover the sea (Isa. 11:9). In light of these
passages, what could we possibly reveal about God to these people
living in this glorious future? Won’t everyone in the kingdom
understand and believe what Christ has done for them on Calvary’s
cross, the ultimate display of God’s grace? The answer is yes. But,
what they will have no knowledge of is the Dispensation of Grace, this
current day in which God is displaying the out-flowing wealth of His
grace. God is going to make use of us to make known to all, not only
the details of God’s grace in our lives, but more specifically the
Dispensation of Grace itself.

Along with the Old Testament saints, the Gospel period saints,
and the Acts period saints, every person born in the kingdom will
know nothing of a Dispensation of Grace, a method of dealing with
humanity where God holds back all of His attributes, save that of His
grace. Never before or after the Dispensation of Grace will anyone
have lived under an administration wherein God dealt with them
exclusively in and through grace; and nothing but grace! We know
nothing other than a life lived under God’s grace, but imagine having
lived your whole life under an administration of Law. Imagine knowing
only of an administration where God’s means of dealing with you
included God'’s justice, corrections, reproofs, judgments, rewards, and
punishments. Everyone who has lived outside the Dispensation of
Grace has experienced nothing but those attributes of God as His
means of dealing with them. Yes, when He chose to do so, God did
often show forth His grace, but the overall method of dealing with
humanity was through these other attributes. Every believer in Jesus
Christ since the dispensational boundary of Acts 28:28 will have much
to share with those who have not lived in this current dispensation.
We are the blessed ones of John 20:29, Jesus said to
him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”



