the result that their own personalities begin to disintegrate. They begin to move
with the mass and think with the mob. Their lives are soon made up of doing
things which others force upon them, even though they in their own minds disap-
prove. Social pressure causes them to indulge in drinking, gambling and sensual-
ity, and they soon begin to make their own contributions to the cesspool of mod-
ern life,

As we witness this breaking up of moral civilization we know that a strong
antidote is needed. It is the conviction of this writer that the most effective
counteractant is fresh and pure water from the living fountain of God’s Word.
The doctrines that are being proclaimed today, even by the orthodox and the
fundamentalists, have become so encrusted and perverted that they can no longer
qualify as being truth from the Scriptures. They have been handed down to men
through so many generations and have become so distorted in the process that
God can no longer honor them as His truth. We demand fresh meat, milk, and
vegetabies from our markets, and would not think of serving any other to the
guest at our table. Yet many people are guilty of receiving and passing on as the
truth of God doctrines that have long ago become stale and tainted. Some food if
warmed over too many times becomes poison. There is no antidote for the present
spiritual distress to be found in the barnacle-encrusted doctrines men are preach-
ing today. A revival of Bible study, Bible research, Bible discussion and Bible
teaching is desperately needed. We need something fresh, definite and accurate
from the Word of God on every subject within divine revelation. Finality of truth
has not been reached on any subject. What the world needs today is already in the
Word of God. Men have not yet brought it forth. This is because the professing
Christian has succumbed to the mass illusion that he possesses the truth. Paul’s
stirring cry needs to arouse men again today: “Awake thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light,” Ephesians 5:14.

If the professing Christian refuses to give proper consideration to the Word
of God, then the words that David spoke of the wicked are most certainly appli-
cable to him.

“The wicked, through the pride of his countenance will not seek after God:
God is not in all his thoughts.” Psalm 10:4.
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EXAMINE YOURSELF!

YOU COULD BE WRONG!
By Otis Q. Seliers

“Not me; I could not be wrong. I am sure | am right.” Thoughts such as
these may be the reader’s imimediate reaction to the title of this leaflet. But even
though you may be among that number who are certain they are right, you are
still exhorted by the Spirit of God to examine yourself whether you are in the
faith,

The Bible is the Word of God, and it is the all-sufficient guide concerning
that which men should believe and practice in relationship to God. It is not a
child’s first reader, neither is it a book of few pages. Study, diligence and time are
required if one is to gain any degree of familiarity with its contents. Very few
indeed have made the necessary study of it, neither can they muster the diligence,
nor are they willing to give the time and effort required to gain familiarity with
its pages. Therefore, the average professing Christian possesses only garbled and
inaccurate bits of information concerning certain of its passages. Most of them
insist that they leave the study of the Bible to those who have a taste for it and
who give their lives to such things. There would be no serious objection to this if
those to whom they leave the study would devote their lives to the study and’
ministry of the Sacred Scriptures. If they did, they would uncover its truths and
come forth with material that would reprove, expose, and correct the beliefs and
practices of those to whom they ministered.

However, there is the most positive evidence that most of the ministers upon
whom the people depend are not students of the Bible. Some of them have never
read it through; others have read it but have gained no familiarity with its pages.
Many who still search its pages appear to be searching only to find support for
something already believed or for some predetermined conclusion. Ttis a positive-
fact that within certain circles the men who are the most assiduous students be-
lieve and practice the same as the men who never open the book. Their studies
never correct or change them in the least.

If God who gave us the Bible would now give us a condensation in a few
brief paragraphs of all the truth it contains, and if this summary of divine truth
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were published on the front page of every newspaper in the land, and men were
given the ability to comprehend and understand this brief epitome of God’s word,
professing Christians would be utterly amazed and confounded. After matching
their beliefs and practices with this summary of divine revelation, their first words
would probably be, “Unbelievable! Unthinkable! How was it possible for us to
have been so utterly, so sincerely, so whole-heartedly wrong!”

There would probably be much frenzied looking for a scapegoat, someone
upon whom to place the blame. Church members would point the accusing fin-
gers at their ministers, and ministers would answer back saying, ““We preached to
you exactly what you desired to hear. We were engaged to preach what the church
taught. The fault is yours, not ours.” Finally, the blame would settle down where
it belonged, upon the head every individual who had neglected, who had wrongly
handled, who had misinterpreted the Word of God, and men would discover that
they had been utterly wrong because they loved a lie and did not possess any real
love for the truth. Even the crudest search for the truth would have resuited in
many evidences of positive errors in thinking, believing and practicing. In seek-
ing to prove their beliefs by the Bible, men are sure to stumble upon truths; but
when they find it by such means, its witness is quickly rejected.

A striking and forceful illustration of this has been seen in the election of
Harry S, Truman to the Presidency. During the campaign, the outcome of the
voting was supposed to be common knowledge. Everyone believed and said that
Mr. Truman would be defeated and Mr. Dewey elected by an overwhelming ma-
jority. The press, the prophets, the pollsters, the politicians, the pundits, and the
people all agreed that Mr. Dewey was as good as elected. Suddenly, the actual
truth became plain; the two words and two-figure report of the electoral votes:
Truman 304, Dewey 189.

When this became known, a great cry of astonishinent arose from every
comer of the land; a cry which seemed to be summed up in the words of one
writer—"How is it possible to be so utterly, completely, downright wrong?” As
the press in contrition laid bare its own soul it confessed that it had failed in its
duty to get the facts and report them correctly; that it was guilty of pride, assum-
ing that it knew all the important facts without bothering to sufficiently check
them; that it was guilty of laziness, delegating its job to the pollsters; that it was
guilty of wishful thinking, believing the truth to be what they desired it to be; that
it was guilty of magnifying ingignificant facts, ignoring all else to the contrary.

As this public examination and confession continued, the following facts
come to light. There had been plenty of signs to indicate that the press and poll-
sters were wrong but these had been brushed aside. A few, declared Life maga-
zine, had the truth in their grasp but refused to recognize it. A poll taken in
Colorado showed that Truman would win the state, but the pollsters became wor-
ried when the results of their research went contrary to popular opinion, so they
Juggled the figures to show a Dewey victory. A poll taken by a milling company
among farmers by offering them their choice of feed in sacks labeled Democratic
or Republican indicated a Truman majority. Even this crude effort revealed the
truth, but the company abandoned it when it went contrary to the “scientific”
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national polis. It told them what they did not want to know.
In this glaring example of a mass self-deception there is a lesson for all

. Christendom. Professing Christians as whole are victims of a mass illusion. A

religion called “Christianity,” supposed to have been founded by Jesus Christ,
has become the popular religion of the Western world. It makes use of such parts
of the Bible as will support its claims, but the only connection it has with the
truth revealed in the Word of God is that many things in it are a corruption or
perversion of things found in the Sacred Scriptures. If a compendium of God’s
truth could suddenly be set forth on one screen, and a compendium of the beliefs
and practices of professing Christians were set forth one against another, those
who compared the two would have to confess that any resemblance between them
was wholly incidental and unintentional. On this score Protestants stand indicted
with Catholics and Modernists stand indicted with Fundamentalisis. Christianity
as we see it today has no relationship to the One Who is supposed to have been its
founder.

Christendom as a whole and the professing Christian as an individual have
failed in their duty to get the facts from the Word and to report them correctly.
God has spoken, but 1o one cares to trouble himself to find what He has said.
They assume that they are in possession of every important fact set forth in the
Bible, and all efforts to discover the truth has long ago come to an end. They
refuse to check anything they hold 1o be the truth, assuming that they could not
be wrong. They delegate all siudy of the Bible to others feeling no individual
responsibility toward it. They believe a thing to be true, when they want it to be
true, and then seek to prove their faith by Scriptural facts which have no bearing
upon the subject. That the word “church” appears in the Bibie is enough for them
to justify everything they practice under the name of “church.” That it speaks of
“bapiism” is sufficient for them to warrant every practice and belief on the sub-
ject. When they handle the Bible no proncun has an antecedent; no sentence has
a subject; no statement is related to any topic; no text has any context, Anything
can mean what they want it to mean, and nothing means anything they do not
want it to mean. Thus the whole Bible becomes an “Alice in Wonderland”
Jabberwocky, making no more sense than the poem Alice read in the Looking-
glass Book. Much that passes for divine truth today is merely attractive ideas
designed to appeal 1o emotional women and mystical-minded men. Such things
cannot satisfy the serions student of divine revelation in his search for the Truth,

No serious minded observer can fail to see that these are days of alarming
confision in regard to spiritual things. The cenflicting babble of so-called Chris-
tian voices constantly adds to the perplexity. There is no agreement anywhere
concerning the vital pertinent facts of God’s Word. This disagreement is not caused
by the nature of the facts but by the character of the investigators. The resulis are
determined in their own minds before the investigation begins. The world needs
divine truth today, but those who claim te be dispensing it are guilty of assuming
that they possess it. The mass of mankind today is forced to live and move in an
environment that has become as putrid as a cesspool. This hedonistic and nihilis-
tic atmosphere of modern life soon seeps into the natural moral fiber of men with
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