ox; and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
My holy mountain, says the LORD (fehovah) (Isa. 65:25).

The redeemed earth will rejoice in praise to its Creator: The wilder-
ness and the solitary (dry) land shall be glad for them; and the desert shall
rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even
with joy and singing; the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excel-
lency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the
excellency of our God (Isa. 35:1-2, KJV),

God’s next move is to establish His Kingdom upon this earth. Without
leaving His throne in Heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ will pour out of His
Spirit to do the work of quickly and quietly taking over all power and
authority in all nations of the earth. God’s enlightenment of the nations
will bring no violence or bloodshed, and the result will be that in His Name
shall the Gentiles (nations) trust (Matt. 12:21, KJV).

There are four prtions in the Word of God that describe His powerful
intervention:

1. Isaiah 42:1-4 points out that at His assumption of sovereignty the

nations will wait (obediently) for His instructions or rule.

2. Matthew 12:18-21 are the words of Jesus Christ , where He speaks
of peacefully assuming sovereignty over the nations.

3. In John 16:7-11, Jesus Christ points cut that by this extensive
work of His Spirit, all men will be enlightened concerning what
sin is, what righteousness is, and what His judgments are concern
ing this earth and all of its peoples.

4. Joel 2:28-29 describes the pouring out of His Spirit upon all flesh,
the action God will take to contact and control all flesh, This will
be an overwhelming blessing, not a curse.

This great activity by the Holy Spirit will begin earth’s return to the
conditions of His perfect creation before Satan, spoiled man’s “God-given
dominion.” Jesus Christ taught us to pray for this event: Qur Father Who
art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done,
in earth, as it is in heaven (Matt. 6:9-10, K/V).
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A RETURNED CREATION

By David R. Hettema

On the sixth day of creation, when God created man in His image,
Adam, the first man, was the absolute, the highest of His earthly creation.
Out of Adam, God created the woman Eve as his mate; together they failed
God’s test of obedience and brought into their following generations the
terrible penalties that God had warned them about. God said: Because you
have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you, saying, “You shall not eat of it”: cursed is the ground for
your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life, both thorns and
thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field. In
the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for eut
of it you were taken; for dus¢ you are, and to dust you shall return (Gen. 3:17-
19). (All verses are from the New King James Version [NKJV] unless oth-
erwise specified.}

These conditions are the everyday situations that we, their offspring,
are born into. Since the fall of man, the children of men experience and
accept as the way of life the penalties that Adam and Eve brought into our
lives. Just to dwell on that thought, knowing that we cannot break this
curse, it makes one rant against the cause and wonder if a righteous God
has done something about mankind’s bondage in those curses. However,
God did not create man to die.

It is my joy to point out for you, that even before God pronounced His
righteous judgment in Genesis 3:17-19, concerning mankind’s lowered state,
the God of the universe had pronounced a judgment against the serpent,
Satan, who was the perpetrator of mankind’s terrible fall: So the LORD
God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are cursed more
than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall
go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life, and I will put enmity be-
tween you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed (Christ); He
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shall bruise your head, and you shall braise His heel” (Gen. 3:14-15).
The statement that God made to Satan as recorded in Genesis 3:14-15
above contains several things: _ .

1. The first thing is a judgment against Satan. He had lied to Eve and
confused the issue of obedience, hoping to destroy the human race
before it grew in size and power of earth’s dominion.

2. This treacherous activity with Adam and Eve in the garden was
not his first rebellious act, as God later reveals through His prophet
Ezekiel:

You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your
covering: the sadius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper,
sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of your
timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you were cre-
ated. You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you;
you were on the holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in
the midst of fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the day
you were created, till iniquity was found in you. By the abundance of
your trading you became filled with violence within, and you sinned;
therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of the mountain of God;
and I destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the fiery
stones. Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you cor-
rupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you to the
ground, I laid you before kings, that they might gaze at you. You
defiled your sanctuaries by the multitude of your iniquities, by the
iniquity of your trading; therefore I brought fire from your midst; it
devoured you, and I turned you to ashes upon the earth in the sight
of all who saw you. All who knew you among the peoples are aston-
ished at you; yon have become 2 horror, and shall be no more forever
(Bzek. 28:13-19).

The first and last books of the New Testament tell of Satan’s destruc-
tion by a righteous and long-suffering God. God acknowledges
Satan’s temporary victory, but alludes to the yet-to-come over-
whelming victory of the seed of the woman (Christ), and Satan’s
total failure and destruction: The devil, who deceived them, was cast
into the lake of fire and brimstone (Rev. 20:10); and ... the everlast-
ing fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41).

3, Inthe Genesis 3:15 declaration to Satan, the LORD God told him
that from this time on, the woman and Satan were at enmity {en-
emies). Furthermore, the Supreme Judge told Satan that the seed
of the woman (Jesus Christ) would bruise his (Satan’s) head and
that Satan would bruise {overwhelm) His heel.
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In the book of Romans, Paul states the facts of our salvation, how man
can be reconciled to God and participate in the great victory of Jesus Christ
over Satan and death: Therefore, as through one man sin entered into the
world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all
sinned (Rom 5:12); But God demeonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8); and For as by one
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by One Man’s obedi-
ence many will be made righteous (Rom 5:19).

The final cutcome of the failed test by the first Adam in the Garden of
Eden will be a great and final victory for the second Adam, the Lord Jesus
Christ. The return of everything that God’s beginming Genesis creation
held for mankind will become the everyday life of those who are inheritors
of the Kingdom of God.

By His Spint, God’s government will come into this carth with great
power that will quickly overcome all opposition. The result will be a won-
derful peace in a world without sin. A refreshingly new world generated by
everlasting (conian) life, a life flowing from God that will be the portion
for all living. All of the curses and penalties will be removed; there will be
no death working in the children of the second Adam (Christ): no sickness
or disease, no famines, hunger or war. It will be a new experience in life,
every living being will have close access to God through His Spirit. This
though, is also the time when all the living will individually stand in judg-
ment before the Judge of all the earth: ....For we shall all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: “As I live, says the LORD, every
knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of
us shall give account of himself to God (Rom 14:10-12).

The resulting separation will remove those found unworthy of life in
God’s government, but there will be a great time of joy for all those found
worthy to have a portion in the Kingdom of God.

These living will soon be joined by those who have been in the state of
death, in His earthly ministry, Jesus Christ, Who is The Resurrection and
The Life, spoke about they that are accounted worthy to attain that world,
and the resurrection from the dead . . .. (Luke 20:35).

Together, all those worthy of the Kingdom will see and enjoy a re-
deemed earth, a world without sin, very much like the Edenic earth God
created for mankind before sin and death entered: Then the eyes of the

i blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped, Then shall

the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing; for in the

wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert (Isa. 35:5-6),
Like the redeemed children of Adam, so will the animal life be changed:

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the
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